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KI MI TZION TETZEH TORAH UD'VAR ADONAI MI YERUSHALAIM

From Prof./Sr. Maureena Fritz, B.A; B.Ed; M.A; Ph.D:
Dear Bat Kol Alums and Friends,
Passover (31 March 2018) and Easter Sunday (01 April 2018) are two present festivals that
celebrate Life. In the Passover Seder we find the expression “from ignominy to glory” (M. Pesahim,
10.4). The Easter Sunday liturgy proclaims, “Jesus has risen.” The message is: Life, not death, is the last word.
Those are word I want to remember.
Those are the words I remembered and proclaimed during my brother Joe’s last hours (died March, 9, 2018). At his
burial on March 14, with his family, we proclaimed in ascending volume, Halleluyah, Halleluyah, Halleluyah.
And now, with the poet Tagore, I address God as “Life of my life.”
Life of my life, thank you for the life you bestow upon all of us during this holy season, on Bat Kol alums and
friends who will be celebrating the 35th anniversary of Bat Kol’s founding on 8 April 2018 (more on this later)
and on all those who have touched my life.
Special among this latter group are our professors. Of special mention is Brother Tiago, a Brother of Sion, who
served Bat Kol as vice-director for several months and gave of his expertise in the preparation and direction of the
2017 July study program. He was specially noted for Song and Music.
Alums worldwide know Dr Marcie Lenk, a regular professor with Bat Kol. In March of this year she was appointed
the new academic director of Bat Kol. She is a graduate of Harvard University. Her doctoral thesis was on The
Apostolic Constitutions: Judaism and Anti-Judaism in the Construction of Christianity.
Praised be God, the Source of all life who gives life abundantly.
Maureena
From Dr Marcie Lenk, B.A., M.S., M.T.S., Ph.D:
Greetings to the Bat Kol community!
I am pleased and honored to take the position of Academic Director of the Bat Kol Institute for Jewish Studies. I hope
to live up to the confidence that Maureena has shown towards me,
and I thank Gill for her generosity in making room for me and teaching
me about the inner workings of Bat Kol. I have been teaching in the
Bat Kol program for many years, and have been organizing programs
for Christian academics and church leaders elsewhere, and I am happy
to bring my passions and skills together. I look forward to continuing
the work of Bat Kol, assuring that the program continues to offer
Christians from all over the world an authentic, challenging, and
accessible experience of Judaism and Jewish interpretation of
Scripture, and I look forward to expanding the program offerings of
Bat Kol in the coming year. The early sage, Ben Zoma taught (Mishnah Avot 4:1). : “Who is wise? One who learns
from everyone, as it is written, ‘I have grown wise from all who have taught me’ (Psalms 119:99).” I welcome you to
be in touch with me with your thoughts, advice, and suggestions.
Wishing you all a season of light and blessings,
Marcie

NEWS FROM BAT KOL WORLDWIDE
AUSTRALIA:
From Dr Gina Bernasconi, Ballarat, Victoria:
Dr Gina Bernasconi attended Bat Kol in 2007, and was so influenced by her studies that on returning to Ballarat,
Victoria, she formed a Bat Kol group which started in 2009. Gina reports: The group has approximately eight
members and meets once a month from 7.15-8.30 a.m. at the Catholic Education Office in Ballarat. Over a pot of
coffee we do Talmud Torah together. Our time is always focused and intentional – and great fun! We are very
respectful of the various perspectives which might emerge in the course of dialogue. Everyone, at one time or
another, remarks on the development of their learning.
We are regularly invited to services at the Ballarat synagogue. We also share special times, for instance Shabbat
in the home of one of the group, hosted by a rabbi from Melbourne. Some of us attend a Torah study group in
Melbourne and others have made visits to the Holy Land with Teresa Pirola, Bat Kol alumna 2007 and 2009 and
founder of Light of Torah, a resource which we also use. Mainly Catholic groups, of whom two are ordained, we
have also been joined by a few from other denominations. We’re quite ‘connected’ to each other and tend to look
out for each other beyond the boundaries of our study.
So much of what I learned and continue to learn from Bat Kol is incorporated into my work with teachers from
Catholic schools in the diocese.

CANADA:
From Emily VanBerkum, Toronto:
Toronto based Bat Kol cell, Chalam, met on Friday, March 23, 2018 and embraced, seeing familiar faces (Fiona,
Sabrina, and Emily) along with the exciting opportunity to welcome a prospective July program participant, Sr. Carla,
to the Bat Kol family. Our guest of honor was Sr. Maureena Fritz who made a surprise appearance in Canada all the
way from Israel! We welcomed the Sabbath with blessed grape juice and challah as well as a reading of Parashat
Tsav.
Meeting in the St. Michael’s College Faculty of Theology Student Lounge, our conversation was perfectly
conducive to the atmosphere of lively discussion and collegiality. We discussed Kristine Meneses' commentary on
Leviticus 6:1-8:36 in which we shared the deeper meanings of the Hebrew words ba'ar (consumed) and deshen
(ashes of the fat). Meneses' reflection is beautifully written and a must read - especially as we prepare for Holy Week
in the Christian Church.
After welcoming the Sabbath we were able to venture off campus as a group for dinner at a Toronto staple,
‘Tosto,’ for homemade pizza and pasta. Chalam is honoured to be sending 4 participants from Toronto to Bat Kol’s
July program on Leviticus. Chalam members offer our help and support as upcoming participants begin pre-readings
and learning the Hebrew alphabet. Our cell is growing and we could not be more pleased. Stay tuned for more
reunion events throughout the summer months!

L to R:
Sabrina Brown, Fiona Li, Sr Carla Thomas, Maureena
(BK 2016)

(BK 2014)

L to R:
Emily VanBerkum, Sabrina, Fiona, Sr Carla
(BK 2013)

More news from Canada on the next page!

HOLD THE DATE!
LEVITICUS 04 – 25 JULY 2018 - THE BASIS FOR HOLINESS

There is still time to apply! Click here

CANADA (cont.):
From Winn Leslie, Winnipeg:
Warm greetings from Bat Kol HaEmet in slowly-thawing Winnipeg, Canada. Our group continues to meet every
second Friday afternoon with around seven to eleven present. After reading from our Hebrew siddur, we listen as
our facilitator introduces the parashah and then we all read the Torah portion as a group. We end by doing havrutah
in small groups and then coming together to share our insights. Each facilitator brings her/his inspiration to the
group.
On our most recent Friday, for Parashah Vayikra, our Bat Kol facilitator Sr. Carmela Lukey (’04) used the Women’s
Torah Commentary and especially R. Tina Gimberg in the Women’s Haftarah Commentary to bring us a captivating
midrash of God dealing with the people’s intransigence and finally asking them to tell their story. God would listen.
(Isaiah 43:26). Only Rachel tells a story that changes God’s heart. She appeals to God’s mercy because she herself
had shown mercy when she forgave her father and sister. Because of her, God forgives Israel. Story telling becomes
the process of self-redemption, through self-discipline and healing you become a hero of your own story of who you
are and who you are meant to be.
Our response to God wanting to hear our stories opened up a flood of stories we’d encountered in our recent
days – uplifting, encouraging, happy stories at home, in a bus, in a mall. We left enriched by our time together
enjoying a God who likes to hear our stories.
This is our 15th year and we remain committed to the study of Torah and connected to our Bat Kol family in
Jerusalem and around the world.

Bat Kol HaEmet sharing Erev Shabbat Supper with Maureena.

PHILIPPINES:
BAT KOL ALUM RESTY ADOREMUS’ GRADUATION reported by Miner Generalao

Sr. Helen Graham
(Bat Kol 2002, 2005, 2009)
marching with the faculty at
the March 23 graduation
DWST, Tagaytay, Philippines

Resty Adoremus (Bat Kol 2014)
receives his diploma for MA in
Theology Sacred Scriptures

Resty smiling as he
acknowledges applause after
he received his MA Theology
diploma
See Miner’s report next
page.

PHILIPPINES (cont.):
Resty Adoremus (Bat Kol 2014) and a member of Bat Kol Shelach Lecha, graduated on March 23, 2018 with a Master
of Arts in Theology Sacred Scriptures from the Divine Word Seminary Tagaytay (DWST). Sr. Helen Graham, noted
theologian and currently professor of Sacred Scriptures in universities and formation schools in the Philippines (M.M.
Ph D, Bat Kol 2002, 2005, 2009) was his mentor for his thesis on Ezekiel and merkabah. A certified public accountant
by profession, Resty, is a parish church leader and a great advocate of Jewish teachings. He has taught modules on
the Torah and Hebrew classes for his parishioners. He is currently organizing a seminar conference to be held in
September for the more than 70 lay people enrolled in his Bible class when, on top of having havrutah sessions, he
will be building a sukkah so they will understand the Jewish feast. Miner Generalao.

NEWS FROM BAT KOL INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM AROUND
THE GLOBE
The BKILT continue to promote Bat Kol in their home countries, seeking participants for our programs and offering
them help as they prepare for Jerusalem. Also the BKILT brief is to contact alumnae and friends in their countries. If
you have not yet been contacted by your representative, please send them your up-to-date email, a photo and some
news of what you are doing at present – career, family, location, etc. If your country does not have a representative
then please send your details of gill@batko.info. We have lost contact with some of our alumnae, and want to
repair this with your help. Here’s a glimpse of the BKILT and their developments:

AUSTRALIA:
Mary Ann Payne (mapayne77@gmail.com) is: collaborating with Department Head of Biblical
Studies and the Academic Dean at Catholic Theological College, University of Divinity, Melbourne to
nominate two students to receive Mary Ann Payne bursaries to assist them to study at Bat Kol in July
2018; promoting the July program on Leviticus through the distribution of flyers to key Australian
contacts who, using their networks, will forward the flyers to candidates for Bat Kol study; contacting
Bat Kol alums with a view to re-igniting a Torah study group in Melbourne, and continuing the ongoing project of
Hebrew enrichment by compiling and sharing the Hebrew Word of the Month. Contact Mary Ann if you would like
to receive the Word of the Month.

CANADA:
Emily VanBerkum (emily.vanberkum@mail.utoronto.ca), assisted by Fiona Li
(fionakay.li@mail.utoronto.ca), continues to arrange Erev Shabbat suppers with
the Bat Kol Challam cell. They are based at St Michael’s College, Toronto and
regularly invite other members of the college, as well as the congregation from St
Basil’s Parish, to join them. These efforts are supplemented by holding Bat Kol
information evenings from time to time for Toronto School of Theology and St Basil’s parish members, and
promoting the program on noticeboards and social media. They share their experience of Bat Kol and offer
assistance to potential participants with Hebrew mentoring, discussing funding and other support. So far for July
there are four participants from St Mikes with the possibility of more. Spreading the word pays off!

INDIA:
Roy daSilva (roydasilva@hotmail.com) is currently promoting Bat Kol in a Bible Study group which
has an eclectic membership.

IRELAND AND U.K
Anne Kelleher (akelleher61@gmail.com). Please contact Anne if you are a Bat Kol alum or friend in
her region as we would appreciate an update from you.

PHILIPPINES:
Miner Generalao (mgeneralao@inquirer.com.ph) and the Bat Kol Shelach Lecha group are planning
a Bat Kol Forum for 5th May at which Fr Alex Gobrin, Bat Kol alum, will speak on the Third Song of
Isaiah. There will be another Bat Kol speaker, not yet named, on the theme of one of the Gospel
books. This is a great opportunity to have an event for Bat Kol alums in Quezon City. Contact Miner
for venue and time. Besides writing regular weekly commentaries for Bat Kol, Miner is a journalist on
the Enquirer, a leading Philippine newspaper and has had religious articles published in the newspaper. Her latest
one will be this Easter weekend featuring Mary Magdalene as the Apostle to the Apostles and incorporating
interviews with Sr Helen Graham and Maureena.

SOUTH AFRICA:
Sr Marie André Mitchell (marieandre@telkomsa.net) has just
started a new monthly four hour seminar on the Book of Isaiah
which has attracted two new members. (The group is pictured on
the right). This two year study is in addition to regular Thursday
meetings of the Bat Kol HaSimchah group, one member of which,
Revd Vincent Moeketsi, attended the July 2017 program and is now promoting
Bat Kol programs in the Anglican church. The South African Jewish Board of
Deputies have sent the following invitation to Marié Andre:

Sister Marie André Mitchell
Sisters of Notre Dame/Bat Kol Institute
Dear Sister Mitchell
The South African Jewish Board of Deputies will be holding its annual Day of Remembrance Ceremony in memory
of the Six Million Martyrs who perished at the hands of the Nazis during World War 11.
The ceremony will take place at the Martyrs’ Monument in the Jewish Section of West Park Cemetery on
Thursday 12 April 2018 at 12 noon.
We would deem it an honor if you would join us for the ceremony. As the service is expected to be attended by some
1 500 people, we would arrange for a reserved seat to be kept for you.
Our inspirational keynote speaker this year is Holocaust Survivor Mrs Irene Klass. "I will never forget standing on
the staircase of the burning ghetto (at 10 years old) saying goodbye to my mother, not knowing if I would ever see
her again". These are the words of Survivor Irene Klass (nee Styller) who was born in Lodz, Poland in 1931. When
she was only 8 years old the Nazis arrived in Poland and her life as she knew it took a terrible turn. Irene and her
mother were confined to the Warsaw Ghetto from 1940 to the time of the Ghetto uprising in 1943. Thousands of
Jews perished in that Ghetto from hunger and disease or were sent to death camps by the Nazis. Irene was helped to
escape while the Ghetto was burning and joined her father who was waiting for her outside the ghetto with false
papers. Unfortunately for Irene her father later disappeared without a trace and she was forced to fend for herself.
We look forward to welcoming you.
RSVP: Roseanne Rosen | Tel: 011 645 2521 | email sajbd@sajbd.org
Please note that the office will be closed on Friday 30 March
to Sunday 8 April for the Passover Festival

Yours respectfully
WENDY KAHN
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Marie André, together with members of Bat Kol HaSimchah and the Isaiah study group, will attend.

USA:
Marjan Saenen (marjansaenen@hotmail.com) has been promoting Bat Kol programs in the Diocese
of Saginaw particularly in the Center for Ministry among first and second year lay ministry students,
visiting them and to give talks and flyers. Marjan’s Bat Kol Ori-yah group is now becoming well
established and there are plans for a Tu B’Shevet seder on 20th April. For more information, contact
Marjan.

AND FINALLY, ISRAEL:
Revd Gill Putnam (gill@batkol.info) as well as being a full-time member of the Bat Kol staff team in
Jerusalem, Gill is Chair of the BKILT and offers whatever support Team members require, advising on
and, with Maureena, approving any promotional material they may wish to produce themselves, and
receiving the individual regional progress reports to edit into one Team report for Bat Kol
management. Gill is involved in all aspects of Bat Kol programs, as well as publicity, News Bulletins,
finance, and other functions which sustain Bat Kol.

The Book of Leviticus: The Basis for Holiness
4-25 July 2018
Don’t miss this great opportunity to study at
Bat Kol Institute for Jewish Studies
in Jerusalem this summer
The fee of 3,950 USD includes:
Pre-study material;
Full board throughout the program;
Selected books;
Travel for site visits and cost of admissions.
THE PROGRAM CAN BE TAKEN FOR ACADEMIC CREDIT WITH THE AGREEMENT OF YOUR COLLEGE
(ADDITIONAL FEE OF 250 USD)

SPECIAL 10% DISCOUNT WHEN YOU PAY BEFORE 30 APRIL
visit www.batkol.info for more information and to apply online.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO BAT KOL.
EXPECT A BLESSING!

PLEASE REMEMBER! This is YOUR News Bulletin
Please send Gill items about your Bat Kol activities, book/articles published,
conferences, visits and special events in your personal life, etc.
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